
Physics I 
Learning Goal Based Grading – an Explanation 
 
Grading in this course it going to be different compared to your other classes!  Rather than using a point-based system to 
record scores on various labs, worksheets, quizzes and tests, you must demonstrate your level of proficiency on various 
learning goals.  For example, instead of getting one percentage grade of a quiz that may cover many topics, you will be 
scored on individual learning goals such as “I can relate balance/unbalanced forces to an object’s constant/changing 
motion.”  Learning goals and defined achievement levels of each will be provided to you and used for assessment.   
 
Grades will be assigned based on demonstration of achievement only.  Grades will NOT be affected by issues such as 
lateness of work, effort, attitude, and attendance.  Those factors will be reported separately if need be.  Only the most 
current information demonstrating your learning will be used for grade determination.   Old information will be replaced.  
Grades will reflect the trend in most recent learning. 
 
What will be assessed? 
Labs – You will be given a specific set of Laboratory and Scientific Reasoning Learning Goals.  Your lab write-ups will 
be used to assess these goals. 
 
Weekly Quizzes – Every Thursday or Friday you will be given a quiz (sometimes shorter, sometimes longer) in which 
ALL Learning Goals we have covered in class so far will be fair game. 
 
Unit Assessments – At the end of each unit an assessment will be given.  The majority of Learning Goals assessed will be 
from that particular unit. 
 
Out-of Class Re-Assessments – More details on this to come. 
 
Other – Sometimes lab challenges or other projects may be assigned and assessed. 
 
How will work be assessed? 
After each assessment you will be given your progress on EACH learning goal using a 0-2 scale.  After each assessment 
you will be given one score per goal.  The scale is defined as: 
 
2 = Mastery has been shown 
1 = Developing Mastery – This indicates you are missing part of conceptual understanding, and/or that you have made an 

error in your reasoning process. 
0 = No mastery has been shown 
 
Your standing on each Learning Goal will go up or down as new data is collected.  When it comes time to translate your 
mastery into a number grade, only the most recent measurement will count.  You will always have a chance to try again 
with each Goal, up to the end of the semester of course. 
 
Learning Goals 
Each Learning Goal will be categorized as a Core, Intermediate, or Advanced goal.  These categories will serve to show 
you which skills are the most fundamental, and they will help you plan a path toward the final numerical grade you want 
to receive.   
 
Core Goal  (C) = These are the core skills of the course.  Core goals will count towards 60% of your final grade. 
 
Intermediate Goal (I) = These are important skills to master to aid in truly understanding physics.  Intermediate goals will 
count towards 30% of your final grade. 
  
Advanced Goal (A)= These skills usually depend on mastering the Core and Intermediate goals.  They are the “meat” of 
the physics content.  Advanced goals will count towards 10% of your final grade. 
 
 
 



Online Gradebook 
Because of the difference in this grading system I need to use a different online gradebook.  The Skyward program in not 
set up well to report your academic progress efficiently, so I will be using a system called ActiveGrade.   
 
To access ActiveGrade go to the following url:  https://activegrade.appspot.com/wysocki.  (A link is also available on my 
physics website.)  At that site you will be asked to log in.  To do so make sure the School Code is wysocki, your Email  is 
your school issued email address (first.last@bloomer.k12.wi.us).  The Password can be left blank the first time you log 
in.  (You will then be required to create your own password) 
 
At some time in class I will demonstrate what information can be obtained from that site. 
 
Letter Grades 
Translating the Learning Goals progress into a letter grade will need to be done by me at the end of each grading period.  
To do so the following formula will be used: 
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Letter grades will then be assigned, based on this percentage, according to the BHS grading scale. 
 
Acknowledgement  
Please sign below to indicate you have read and understand this grading system.  If you have any questions or concerns, 
please email me at bwysocki@bloomer.k12.wi.us, leave a voicemail at 715-568-5300 x 4329, or simply write them in the 
box below.  Thank you. 
 
PLEASE NOTE:  Since this grading system is fairly new to me as well I’m positive I will find areas not specifically 
addressed above.  I reserve the right to change/modify/add any parts to this system as see fit. 
 

I have read and understand the Learning Goal Based Grading System used in Physics I 
class. 
 
Student Name:  _______________________________________ 
 
Student Signature: ____________________________________ Date: ______________ 
 
Parent Signature: ______________________________________Date: ______________ 
 
 
 
 

Questions/Comments: 


